WV 


ee Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP8&2-00457R009400530008-6 


agree 9 CLASSIFICATION CONF ID" IAL,*COl TROL = Us 3. UFFICIAIS WY 
accu. TTY IvFC FATION 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY reront no, ie 
INFORMATION REPORT co no. asxia . U 


COUNTRY Yugoslavia DATE DISTR. 22 November 1951 


SUBJECT Political and Seonorie Situntion in Yuggslev NO. OF PAGES 2 
Trade Unions ie 


OF ENCLS. 


PLACE | ¥ NO. 
ACQUIRED . 4 (LISTED BELOW) 

DATE OF SUPPLEMENT TO 
INFO. CIRC CULATE25xeee NO. : 


1, Following the break between Yugoslavie and the Eastern Bloc and until the 
summer of 1950, Yugoslav Government offici-ls ond Communist Party leaders 
were confronted with the serious problem of the appearance of strong 
tendencies in industrial trade unions which were frankly hostile to the 
regime in Yugoslavin. Among these grave problems were the folloring: 


a, The industrial proletariat rhich had developed in the large torns 
largely after Vorid Var II saw their livelihood threatened by the 
grave economic situation existing in Yugoslavia as a consequence of 
the stoppage of imports from Eastern Europe, This proletariat feared 
they might be thrown out of work completely and be forced to return 
to the less vrofitabls occupation of tilling the soil as they had 
done prior to the war. 


b. Many industrial workers in Yugoslavia who had been converted to Marxisii 
prior to or “uring orld Var II, were extremely sheken by the break with 
the Soviet Union, and either became sullen and ineffective or adopted an 
actively hostile attitude toward the Yugoslav Government and Communist 


Party. 


ce. Forenen and specialized workers of the old school, who had been 
retained in their jobs dasvite their anti-Communist views because of 
a shortage of manpower, velcomed the split between Yugorlavia and the 
Eastern Bloc, They adopted en increasingly passive attitude toward 
their work in an effort to weaken still more the critical Yugoslav 
economy, and as a consequence, to weaken the power of the Yugoslav 


regime, 


2, On occasions, the discontent among the workera in larce towns was such that 
the government feared it might be manifested in some concrete form. In 
trade unions in sraller towns end country districts the situation was more 
favorable for the Yugoslav Goverment, owing to the fact thet nationel 
pride ontreighed discontent. ; 
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3, Although there still is a hostile feeling toward the prasent regime in 
Yugostavia on tha vart of the industrial trede unions, 9 great many hostile 
tendencies have been modified since. the surrer of 1950, This improvenent 

- 4n the feeling of industriel. trade|untons tovard the government vas the 
result of the introduction of the policy of decentralivation of industrial 
control. oe i ae - 


&o Since the summer of 1950, the pitiabion in trade unions in large towns . 
has changed radically in the govermmont's favor. This. chenge is reportedly 
the result of: _ ; 


ae Reorganiestion and changes ‘of deadership 


b, Realization by industrial vorters that the presont situation is unlikely 
to change within any definable period. 


ce, The great inerensa of the workers” 4n“iuence in their places of work 
. throuch the Yorkers? Councils, and greater freetom to operate the 
unions in their om interests, all of which hae brought shout a boost 
in the morale of the workers. ‘4 oe? 


5, The new freedom and influence acquired by the vorkers has ite dissdvantages. 
; In the opinion of Yuroslev Cownunist Party leaders the 4nadequata political 
preparation of the majority of vorkers, has resulted in thelr new freedon 
being abused an’, as a consequence, the quality, if not the volume, of 
production is being affeoted. Textiles and processed foodatuffs are 
suffering especially from a decrease in quality. This development is more 
avident in the Republic of Serbia than anywhere else, owing to the fact 
that bourgeois elements in Serbie are more inflnuentin2 and the worteing 
class has absorbed Little political indoctrination. 
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